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representative of a country which was temporarily decapi-
tated by Poincare's absence and the very intermittent means
of communicating with him. In view of the resulting great
responsibility resting upon himself as the Ambassador of
France, he alleges that he begged Sazonov to be very cau-
tious about taking any military measures which might
jeopardize English support; that Sazonov said he was hav-
ing great difficulty in restraining the Russian General Staff;
and that he, Paleologue, then got him to promise to accept
all the measures which France and England should propose
to preserve peace, and to authorize him to telegraph this
promise to Paris.8 It is, however, very doubtful whether
Sazonov would have been willing to make any such blanket
promise, and if he did, he did not keep it, for he speedily
approved at least partial mobilization, which can hardly be
regarded as a measure proposed by France and England
to preserve peace. In the account of this Paleologue-Saz-
onov conversation, Baron Schilling was presumably correct,
and Paleologue was probably giving a free rein to his post-
War imagination.
Whether Paleologue, in making his declaration of
Franco-Russian solidarity to Sazonov, was really acting "on
instructions from his Government" as Schilling says, or was
saying what was not true, or was incorrectly reported by
Schilling and Sazonov, must remain uncertain until the
French finally make a complete publication of their docu-
ments for this period.9 Perhaps his declaration was his way
8 Paleologue, I, 33.  A brief telegram to ^his effect does in fact appear
in F.Y.B., 86, but it may well be questioned whether it was not sent to
conceal from France, and especially from England, the fact that the
Russian militarists were pressing hard for a general mobilization, of which
Pal6ologue's telegram says not a word.
9 A similar doubt as to Paleologue's veracity arises in connection with
his statements on July 25, as reported by Buchanan (B,D,, 125), that
"he had received a number of telegrams" from Bienvenu-Martin and "was
in a position to give formal assurance that France placed herself unre-
servedly on Russia's side;" and that the "French Government would
want to know at once whether our [British] fleet was prepared to play